Abstract An 8 month old child developed Haemo-philus influenzae meningitis 12 days after his elder brother had developed epiglottitis.
Haemophilus influenzae type b is an important cause of severe bacterial infection in childhood and is associated with appreciable mortality.1 During recent years there has been a large increase in the incidence of such infections throughout the world, and a recent study from Oxford reported a current incidence of 33-4/100 000 children under 5 years old. of patients with H influenzae infection.6 They suggested that rifampicin (20 mg/kg) should be given to all household contacts including those adults who had at least one contact under 49 months old including the patient. The data on which their recommendations were based were collected from a number of clinical trials including a multicentre trial in which the rates of nasopharyngeal carriage of H influenzae in contacts were studied. Rifampicin given to the contacts eradicated the organism in 96%, compared with 29% in those given placebo.7
Dale, Court Despite a suggestion that H influenzae infection in the United Kingdom may behave differently,4 half the paediatricians questioned in our study were already following the American example in offering prophylaxis to siblings of contacts; we also now intend to follow this practice.
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